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New Things for the Church

Acts 6:1-15
1. The First Ministers – 6:1-7
A. Division – 6:1

1. Growth – 6:1a

“Now in those days, ﻿﻿when the number of the disciples was multiplying, (πληθύνω)
Before, God was adding (προστίθημι)
2:41 - About three thousand souls were added to them.
2:47 - And ﻿﻿the Lord added ﻿﻿to the church daily those who    were being saved. 

5:14 - And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 

Hebrews 6:14 (God to Abe) I will certainly multiply you. (Gen 22:17)

2. Grievances – 1b

“there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the ﻿﻿Hellenists, ﻿﻿because their widows were neglected ﻿﻿in the daily distribution. 
These were all Jews, some of:

      Hellenist Jews
                

 
 Hebrew Jews


Born outside of Palestine 

                  Born in Palestine

Spoke Greek- primarily
                        Spoke Aramaic- primarily 

  Were the minority


                   Were the majority

Had a broader world view

               Had a narrow world view


B. Addition – 6:2-6

1. The Meeting – 6:2a

“Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples”
They had the right to decide the issue themselves, but they put the matter before the people. They came with the solution already thought out.
2. The Motion – 6:2b-5a

a. The Motion Proposed – 6:2b-4


(1) Priorities – 6:2b
“It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 
“Serve tables” does not mean serve food. It refers to the doling out of money from the tables.

The apostles needed time in the Word for preaching and deciding theological matters.

(2) Practicalities – 6:3﻿
“Therefore, brethren, ﻿﻿seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business
Note: This is not a popularity contest!

· Males – 7 men- ἄνδρας
· Believers - among you, believers.
· Reputable – good reputation, a good witness among the people.

· Spiritual – full of the (“Holy” see v. 5) Spirit 

· Wise – and [full of] wisdom – they must be able to make good decisions.
We, the apostles, will appoint them.
(3) Primacies – 6:4
“but we ﻿﻿will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 
Eph 4:11-12
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, ﻿12﻿ for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, ﻿﻿for the ﻿﻿edifying of ﻿﻿the body of Christ”
b. The Motion Passed – 6:5a﻿ 

“And the saying pleased the whole multitude.”
3. The Men – 6:5b-6


a. Chosen – 6:5b

“And they chose Stephen, ﻿﻿a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit,”
(Later became a martyr for his courageous preaching of the gospel to the Jews of Judea.)
“and ﻿﻿Philip,” (Later became an evangelist, chapter 8 and 21).
We know nothing of the next four – “Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas.”
We note that Nicolas was not even a Jew. Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, Interestingly, they all have Greek names.
Who had the problem? The Greeks

Who is appointed to fix it? You guessed it, the Greeks! 
b. Charged – 6:6
“whom they set before the apostles; and ﻿﻿when they had prayed, ﻿﻿they laid hands on them.”
The apostles laid hands on them.

In the O.T. refers to induction into office of Prophet, Priest or King.

In the N.T. it is used of the induction of Timothy into the office of pastor.
“Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy ﻿﻿with the laying on of the hands of the eldership.” (4:14)
Note: they did not confer anything on them. 
C. Multiplication – 6:7

When the problem was handled with prayer and love, the result was a multiplying of the church – not a split.

1. Its Scope – 6:7a﻿

Then ﻿﻿the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, 

Before, they were multiplying. Now they are multiplying greatly.

2. Its significance – 6:7b



and a great many ﻿﻿of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

There were many priests. These were apparently not the leaders but those who had listened to the Word and believed.

They would bring a more Jewish conservative flavor to the church, perhaps desiring to salvage as much as them could of the old order.
II. The First Martyr – 6:8 – 7:60

A. Stephen, the Tremendous Worker 6:8-15
1. His Divine Enablement – 6:8-14

a. The Wonders he Performed – 6:8﻿

“And Stephen, full of ﻿﻿faith and power, did great ﻿﻿wonders and signs among the people. 

When preaching to a crowd of people who were willing to learn and wanted to know the truth about the death and resurrection of Christ, Stephen back the message with signs.
Unbelief will not be convinced by signs; they will demand a defense.

b. The Words he Proclaimed – 6:9-14

(1) How he engaged his foes – 6:9-10
“Then there arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those from Cilicia and Asia), disputing with Stephen. ﻿And ﻿﻿they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke.”
Stephen was an apologist for the faith. The Jews had those who would argue with the Christians.

Stephen was one with a ready answer. 

As Peter exhorts his readers: “Always ﻿﻿be ready to give a defense (apologia) to everyone who asks you a reason for the ﻿﻿hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;” (I Pet. 3:15)
Stephen was ready and they couldn’t answer him.



So, if you can’t win according to the rules, CHEAT!

(2) How he enraged his foes – 6:11-14




(a) How they incited the mob – 6:11
﻿Then they secretly induced men to say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 

This was a general accusation. The particulars come later. 

The Jews did the same thing to Jesus. (Matt. 26:59 ff)



(b) How they indicted the man – 6:12-13

“And they stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him, seized him, and brought him to the council. They also set up false witnesses who said, “This man does not cease to speak ﻿﻿blasphemous words against this holy place and the law;”

The accusations are still general in nature.



(c) How they insulted the Master – 6:14

﻿“for we have heard him [Steven] say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses delivered to us.” 

They accused Jesus concerning the temple (Matt 26)

He was speaking about His body, not the temple building. (John 2:19)


2. His divine Ennoblement – 6:15

“And all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the face of an angel. 
